PALESTINE RIGHT OF RETURN, THE AFTERMATH OF THE CATASTROPHE (AL-NAKBA)

EYEWITNESS TESTIMONY OF THE CATASTROPHE (DEIR YASSIN MASSACRE)

"We were inside the house. We heard shooting outside. My mother woke us up. We knew the Zionists had attacked us. My cousin and his sister came running and said the Zionists were already in our garden. In the meantime, fighting became heavier and we heard lots of gunshots outside. A bomb was thrown at us and it exploded close to where we were in the yard. (…) My sister- in-law did not want to leave. She was frightened. The girl was two months old and the boy about three. I took the two and my mother said we should go to my uncle’s house.  I saw how Hilweh Zeidan was killed, along with her husband, her son, her brother and Khumayyes. Hilweh Zeidan went out to collect the body of her husband. They shot her and she fell over his body. (...) I also saw Hayat Bilbeissi, a nurse from Jerusalem serving in the village, as she was shot before the house door of Musa Hassan. The daughter of Abu El Abed was shot dead as she held her niece, a baby. The baby was shot too. (...) Whomever tried to run away was shot dead." Um Mahmud, wife of Abu Mahmud, was 15 years old at the time. (www.alnakba.org) 
THE RESULTS OF THE CATASTROPHE

During and after the establishment of Israel, almost 800,000 Palestinian refugees were created by a process that today would be called ethnic cleansing. The dispossessed are 85% of the people of the land that became Israel. These refugees and their descendants are the largest and most persistent refugee problem in the world with over 3.7 million registered by the United Nations and about 2 million others not registered but living in countries and regions sometimes within a very short distance of their original homes and lands. Two thirds of the Palestinians are refugees not allowed to return home, because they are not Jews. Meanwhile Russian and Ethiopian Jewish immigrants are pouring in daily as part of a deliberate Zionist attempt to create “facts” on the ground in an effort to deny the Palestinians the right of return.
THE ZIONIST ARROGANT CONFESSION

"Jewish villages were built in the place of Arab villages. You do not even know the names of these Arab villages, and I do not blame you because geography books no longer exist, not only do the books not exist, the Arab villages are not there either Nahlal arose in the place of Mahlul; Kibbbutz Gvat in the place of Jibta; Kibbutz Sarid in the place of Huneifis; and Kefar Yehushu'a in the place of Tal al- Shuman. There is not one single place built in this country that did not have a former Arab Population."      Moshe Dayan,  ( as quated in Ha'aretz, 4 April 1969)

UNITED NATIONS/ INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY RESOLUTIONS

The United Nations adopted Resolution 194 on December 11, 1948. Paragraph 11 states: "...the refugees wishing to return to their homes and live at peace with their neighbors should be permitted to do so at the earliest practicable date... compensation should be paid for the property of those choosing not to return." Resolution 194 was affirmed practically every year since with a universal consensus, except for Israel and the U.S.
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights article 13 reaffirms the right of every individual to leave and return to his country. Moreover, the Principle of Self Determination guarantees, inter alia, the right of ownership and domicile in one's own country. This principle was adopted by the UN in 1947. In 1969 and thereafter, it was explicitly applied to the Palestinian People, including "the legality of the Peoples' struggle for Self-Determination and liberation.”
THE CURRENT EFFORTS TO LIQUIDATE THE RIGHT OF RETURN

PLO Chairman Yasir Arafat has accepted the joint U.S.-American formula for a final settlement with "reservations," following meetings in Washington with President Clinton. The U.S.-Israeli proposals, also known as the "Clinton Plan" call for the abrogation of the Palestinian refugees' right to return as well as the annexation of parts of the occupied territories to Israel. It is not clear what Chairman Arafat has accepted or not accepted, however the Clinton proposals as widely leaked clearly and explicitly call for the cancellation of the right to return for Palestinians forcibly expelled from their homes in 1947 and after.

DEMAND THE IMPLEMENTATION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW & JUSTICE 

We call on the international community to once again raise their voices in defense of the right to return and international law and make the following clear to Clinton, Arafat, Israel and the World:

· The Palestinian right to return is an inalienable right, guaranteed by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, The Geneva Conventions and UN Resolution 194. 

· According to international law, no agreement, negotiations or parties which purport to trade away the right to return or any other inalienable rights can have any legal basis and cannot bind or compel the Palestinian people to end the struggle for the fulfillment of their rights. 

· Any attempt to abrogate the rights of Palestinian refugees would set a disastrous precedent in international human rights law, and provide a clear signal that ethnic cleansers who expel civilians from their homes, steal their property, and prevent refugees returning for long enough can expect to have their illegal territorial conquests blessed with international legitimacy. 

· Implementation of the right to return as spelled out in UN resolutions is the core to a just resolution of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.                                                                           Palestine Right of Return Coalition (www.al-awda.org/newyork)

