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The New York Times: “All the news that’s fit to print”?


Read All About it:  New York Times Ignores Human Rights and International Law

(NOTE TO READER: ISRAEL CONTINUES TO ILLEGALLY OCCUPY PALESTINE, NOT VICE VERSA)

Ten Commandments of the New York Times:

1) Thou Shalt Under-Report Violence Against Palestinians

The NYT consistently fails to cover the extent of human rights abuses suffered by Palestinians.  Issues covered by Israeli and European press but under-reported by the NYT in the last month include:

· Armed Israeli settlers, whose very residence in the Occupied Territories is a violation of international law, attack and kill Palestinian civilians.

· Jewish mobs attack and kill Palestinian citizens of Israel in their own homes and towns.

· A huge rise in racist anti-Palestinian violence in Israel, including death threats against a Palestinian member of the Israeli Parliament (Knesset).

· Israeli-imposed military curfew and closure in occupied West Bank, Gaza and Jerusalem which starves Palestinians of urgently needed food, medicine and supplies – in violation of international law.

· Israeli use of tanks, helicopters, anti-tank missiles and rockets against Palestinian towns and civilians which violates the laws of war.

· The fact that on October 3 Israel made the largest purchase of US helicopter gunships in a decade.
2) Thou Shalt Avoid Mentioning Israeli Violations of International Law

The NYT consistently fails to mention the universally-recognized legal context to the conflict: Israel is a belligerent occupier of Palestinian land, Israeli confiscation and control over Palestinian resources is illegal, Jewish settlements are illegal, and the world community has frequently demanded that Israel withdraw fully from all occupied territories.  Similarly, the NYT fails to mention the basic legal context of the recent military assault – use of massive weaponry for “crowd control” purposes is illegal and violates humanitarian law.  Human rights groups such as Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch have documented these violations, but unlike their media counterparts in Europe and Israel, the NYT did not deem them newsworthy.

3) Thou Shalt Describe Israelis and Palestinians as Equal Partners in War

The NYT promotes a false equality between the two sides by failing to present the fundamental factual context.  As one example among many, a recent editorial (10/23/00) entitled “Difficult Days for Mideast Peace” states that the “violence” in the Middle East has “killed more than 120 people and wounded thousands.”  The reader is not informed that Israel, with the world’s fourth largest military, has killed 129 and injured almost 6,000 Palestinians, almost all of them unarmed civilians.  In contrast, Palestinians have killed 7 Israelis – 2 soldiers, 2 police, 2 settlers and 1 civilian.  Moreover, the reader is not informed that the “violence” is occurring in Palestinian land illegally occupied by the Israeli army, and that Palestinians possess an internationally-recognized right to resist such occupation.  

4) Thou Shalt Sympathize with all Israeli Jews, Including Illegal Settlers

The NYT has run a number of sympathetic stories about the few Israeli Jewish victims and focuses on the anguish of their families and Israeli society at large.  This understanding is not extended to Israel’s Palestinian citizens, who have been killed and injured by Israeli police in far greater numbers.  Is it possible that racism lies behind the difference in NYT coverage of Israel’s Jewish and Arab citizens?  This double standard reached its apex in a 10/25/00 article entitled “Gun Lessons Are Suddenly All the Rage in Israel,” which stated that “civilians, even vegetarians, take to the firing range.”  The civilian vegetarian in question is a Brooklyn Jewish woman who has chosen for ideological reasons to settle in occupied Palestinian land.  The NYT apparently finds the security of illegal Jewish settlers newsworthy, but not the security of millions of Palestinians threatened daily in their own homes by these same settlers.  A British photojournalist describes settlers thus: “ to imagine what Jewish settlers are like, living in their ethnically-homogeneous religiously-based enclaves in occupied territory, think of them as 150,000 members of the Ku Klux Klan, armed with machine guns, living in a neighborhood about 1/20th the size of Minnesota, which has 3 million black people living in it.  Imagine that they never get prosecuted if they destroy the property of these black people or even if they kill them.”

5) Thou Shalt De-Humanize Palestinians

In stark contrast to sympathetic treatment of Israeli Jewish victims, Palestinian victims are invisible.  What was the name of the Palestinian ambulance driver killed by an Israeli army sniper as he tried to reach the body of 12-year old Mohammed Al-Durrah?  What were his hopes, dreams and convictions?  How does his family feel now?  The anonymous Palestinian ambulance driver is treated as a statistic, not a person.  Similarly, the NYT has not been able to find a single Palestinian demonstrator, among hundreds of thousands, who is capable of explaining in an articulate and passionate way that he or she is fighting for human rights and democracy.  According to the NYT, crowds of young people risking their lives for freedom and self-determination in Kosovo and Belgrade are "pro-democracy demonstrators,” but in Gaza they are fanatics or mindless rioters.

6) Thou Shalt Depict the US as an “Honest Broker”

Objective observers quickly note that over the last 20 years the US has consistently stood alone in the UN and the world community in opposing basic Palestinian national and human rights, while at the same time providing Israel with almost unlimited political, military and financial support.  America’s one-sided record continues to this day, but is never questioned by the NYT.  For example, On October 7, the United Nations Security Council voted 14 to 0 for a resolution condemning Israel's "excessive use of force against Palestinians" and deploring the "provocation" of Israeli opposition leader Ariel Sharon's September 28 visit to the Temple Mount.  Only the US abstained from the vote.  The NYT does not point out that the lack of US support for the resolution is tantamount to condoning human rights abuses by the Israeli government.

7) Thou Shalt Distort the UN

The NYT headline describing the above-mentioned UN Security Council Resolution stated:  “THE UNITED NATIONS; U.S. Abstains In Resolution Condemning Use of Force” (10/8/00).  The headline does not mention Israel by name.  A week later (10/14/00), the NYT' U.N. correspondent, Barbara Crossette, mischaracterized what the resolution said.  She reported US Ambassador to the UN, Richard Holbrooke, as vowing to veto any further Security Council resolutions after the U.S. "abstained on a resolution in the Security Council last weekend broadly criticizing the renewal of fighting" (while in fact the resolution explicitly condemned Israel force).

8) Thou Shalt Characterize the Conflict as Religious

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has consistently been mischaracterized as a religious war rather than a national/political conflict over land, to which the Palestinian people are entitled under international law.

Furthermore, construing the conflict as Jew against Muslim ignores the fact that many Palestinians are secular or Christian.  The NYT is publishing a series of articles on the recent violence entitled “Whose Holy Land?” reinforcing this misconception. 

9) Thou Shalt Portray American Jews as Uniformly Pro-Israel

In his article, “THE SHOCK WAVES; Among U.S. Jews, a Deep Pessimism Takes Hold” (10/11/00), Clyde Haberman presents a distorted picture of unanimous Jewish opinion in the US as condemning Arafat for the recent crisis, and supporting, or at least understanding, the Israeli “response.”  Jewish opinion in the US, or anywhere for that matter, is not so monolithic.  There are many Jewish voices in the US, Israel and around the world raised against Israeli violence and oppression, only those voices are not fit to print in the NYT.

10) Thou Shalt Not Publish Pro-Peace Letters to the Editor

Numerous letters to the editor have been sent criticizing the NYT for its uncritical coverage of Israeli and US government policies that violate international law and human rights.  None of them have been printed.













IMAGINE THIS:  Palestinian army shoots dead 135 Israeli Jews, mostly unarmed, and injures 6,000.  The US media echoes government calls for Israeli PM Barak to stop the “violence.”





UNPUBLISHED LETTER: Implement UN Resolution 242


The opening article of the DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES signed by Israel and the Palestinian Delegation on September 13, 1993 stated clearly that "The aim of the Israeli-Palestinian negotiations ... is ... to establish a Palestinian Interim Self-Government ... for a transitional period not exceeding five years, leading to a permanent settlement based on Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338."  Resolution 242 of November 22, 1967 "emphasized the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by force" and "affirmed the Principle of Withdrawal of Israeli forces from territories occupied in the recent [1967] conflict."   I am gravely saddened to declare unreservedly that as long as my Israeli government does not fulfill the above obligations I hold it fully responsible for the unnecessary endangerment of not only my own family but of all Israelis and Palestinians.  Only full implementation of UN Resolution 242 can lead the region to peace.  Those who ignore, or disrespect, international law are guilty of sabotaging the historical and contemporary Jewish cause worldwide.-– Moshe Behar (Israeli citizen)














