The “IDF” Through Arab Eyes – Please Read

The Al-Awda, Palestine Right to Return Coalition, exposes today’s guests of Hillel as war criminals.  Moreover, we find it morally reprehensible that New York University would provide a forum for these two soldiers, whose mission in Palestine is one of ethnic genocide, and whose mission on this campus is to serve as Zionism’s protective shield of propaganda, deceit, and spin doctoring.

It is crucial that we quarantine “Israeli Defense Forces” in quotes throughout this fact sheet, as in reality, it is a killing machine -- financed by United States tax dollars – and represents the plague of terror with which the Zionist state was born and on which it still thrives. 
Some words by and about the “IDF”:

· "When we have settled the land, all the Arabs will be able to do will be to scurry around like drugged roaches in a bottle."  General Rafael Eitan, Chief of Staff of the IDF, NY Times 13 April 1983.
· "Jewish villages were built in the place of Arab villages. You do not even know the names of these Arab villages, and I do not blame you because geography books no longer exist, not only do the books not exist, the Arab villages are not there either... There is not one single place built in this country that did not have a former Arab Population." General Moshe Dayan, Address to the Technion, Haifa (as quoted in Ha'aretz, 4 April 1969)
·  "We shall reduce the Arab population to a community of woodcutters and waiters" Uri Lubrani, PM Ben-Gurion's special adviser on Arab Affairs, 1960 (Jiryas’ The Arabs in Israel) 

· Israelis who have served in the “IDF…know that the task of the army is not only to defend the state in the battlefield against a foreign army, but to demolish the rights of innocent people just because they are Araboushim living in territories that God promised to us [the Jews].”  Yoram Peri, Davar, Dec. 10, 1982.
· Martin Buber, a Jewish Philosopher, addressed Prime Minister Ben Gurion on the moral character of the state of “Israel” with reference to the Arab refugees in March 1949: " We will have to face the reality that Israel is neither innocent, nor redemptive. And that in its creation, and expansion; we as Jews, have caused what we historically have suffered; a refugee population in Diaspora."
· Prime Minister David Ben Gurion: " If I were an Arab  leader, I would never sign an agreement with Israel. It is normal; we have  taken their country. It is true God promised it to us, but how could that interest them? Our God is not theirs. There has been Anti-Semitism, the Nazis, Hitler, Auschwitz, but was that their fault? They see but one thing: we have come and we have stolen their country. Why would they accept that?" Quoted by Nahum Goldmann in Le Paraddoxe Juif (The Jewish Paradox), pp. 121-122.
· "I am a black South African, and if I were to change the names, a description of what is happening in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank could describe events in South Africa." Archbishop Desmond Tuto observes “IDF” actions during a Christmas visit to Jerusalem, December 25, 1989. (Cited in Ha'aretz.)
· An international commission of jurists investigating the “IDF” invasion of Lebanon in 1982 concluded that the army was guilty of attempted “enthnocide” and “genocide.”  

· Edward Said writes, “The commission says that Israel was indeed guilty of acts of aggression contrary to international law; it made use of forbidden weapons and methods; it deliberately, indiscriminately, and recklessly bombed civilian targets; it systematically bombed towns, cities, villages, and refugee camps; it deported, dispersed, and ill-treated civilian populations.”  Edward Said, The Politics of Dispossession, 247) (citing Sean MacBride et. al., Israel in Lebanon: The Report of the International Commission, 1983).                                Please turn over.
Facts about the “IDF”:

· Its history is one of executing massacres against Palestinians and other civilians (from Deir Yassin in April 1948 to Qibya in October 1953 to Sabra and Shatila in 1982 to Qana in 1996, to the recent killing of 211 Palestinians in the past seven weeks).  The "IDF" was also responsible for executing hundreds of prisoners of War in the Sinai and elsewhere both in 1956 and 1967 (according to Israeli sources and historians).

· The Zionists’  "War of Independence" did not start on 15 May 1948, but in early April by the Haganah, the predecessor of the “IDF.”  It expelled more than half of the Palestinian refugees well before the Arab countries entered the war (see Michael Bar-Zohar, Ben-Gurion: A Biography). 

· By the end of the invasion of Palestine, the Zionists had destroyed more than 415 villages of the indigenous Palestinian Arab population.

Notes on the “IDF’s” Recent Violence Against Palestinians:
· Of the over 200 Palestinians that the “IDF” has killed in the last 6 weeks, nearly 1/3 of them are children. The “IDF” has also wounded 7,000 civilians.

· In spite of the Geneva Conventions, the Associated Press reports that “Israel” has repeatedly used combat helicopters firing heavy machine guns and armor piercing missiles on Palestinian civilians, towns, and even ambulances. Palestinians have been killed by these helicopter-mounted machine guns firing 50-caliber rounds. The large size of the bullet and high velocity (exceeding 1,000 meters/sec) cause tremendous damage to the human body on impact. 

· The “IDF” employs helicopter gunships against civilians, attacks Palestinian civilian neighborhoods with anti-tank missiles, leads assassination attempts against Palestinian officials, and, according to the Palestinian Ministry of Health, shoots at the hearts and heads of its human targets 80% of the time.

· The UN sent the Commissioner on Human Rights to Palestine yesterday and her car and convoy were attacked. Israeli settlers threw rocks at her. Until now, the Zionist government refuses to allow an international inquiry into the “IDF’s” terror. 

· Amnesty International (AI) strongly condemned the “IDF’s” military tactics against Palestinian civilians and said the "iron fist" measures "could amount to war crimes.” (November 1, 2000)  "There is a pattern of gross human rights violations that may well amount to war crimes," says AI's international research director, Claudio Cordone.

· The bullets used by the “IDF” against Jewish citizens or Jewish settlers in the Occupied Territories are very different than those used on Palestinians. The bullets used for Jewish riot control are actually made of rubber.  There have been no reported deaths resulting from these pure rubber bullets. The so-called "Arab bullets" employed by the “IDF” are rubber-coated steel bullets and very lethal.

· Amnesty International reports that Israeli forces were no longer carrying out investigations into killings.  An “IDF” legal officer said soldiers, whose use of live ammunition results in the death of a Palestinian, need not file a report or face an investigation into the justification for the use of their weapon. 
There is no place on this campus for “IDF” soldiers. 

Neither is there a place for them in Palestine.
